The purpose of this study was to compare breath-hold three-dimensional (3D) rapid gradient-echo (GRE) MR imaging obtained before and after gadolin- 
ium chelate injection with T2-weighted fast spin-echo and T2-weighted breath-hold fast spin-echo (BHFSE) MR imaging in the detection of focal hepatic masses. 
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The lesion-to-liver C/N values obtained with the five sequences are reported in we still believe that a combination of gadolinium chelate-enhanced 3D rapid GRE and T2-weighted sequences is necessary for lesion characterization. In addition, because of the extra cost in the MR study owing to the use of the gadolinium chelate, a cost-efficiency study has to be done.
